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2016 closes another great year at Lake Champlain Yacht Club.  

The list is long of people to thank for making 2016 the year it was.  I want to especially thank 
the entire membership of LCYC for making the club a special place.  It is the members who 

make the club.   

I would like to thank all members of the Board of Governors for doing a commendable job in 
managing the affairs of LCYC.     

This year there were many accomplishments at LCYC.  We had a great Junior Sailing Program, 
Regatta Programs, and Social Programs.  Improvements were made to docks, a new dock elec-

trical system and upgrades to the Nautilus, who now quietly motors up to our “yachts”.  

The major accomplishment has been the construction of the new (yet to be named) replacement 
for the Butler Building.  Construction is mostly complete with finishing touches and painting to 
been done in the spring.  For those who do not know, the Butler Building does have a new 

home in the view of LCYC at Doug Merrills.  

2017 will bring some proposed changes in the management and maintenance of our harbor and 
moorings in an effort to make the harbor as safe as possible. There are also proposals to up-
grade our kitchen and repave the sidewalk  

I would like to thank the club for allowing me to serve an interim Commodore for the last 8 
months and look forward to working with our new Commodore, Joss Besse.  

See you at the Change of Watch.  

 Bob Schumacher 
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Remembering Past Commodore Robert G. Dunn 
Bern Collins, LCYC Historian  

 
In November, we received the news 
from Francoise that her husband, Bob, 
passed away on August 24, 2016.  Af-
ter selling their homes in 2014 in Ver-
mont and Naples, Florida, they pur-
chased a condo in a retirement com-
munity overlooking the Gulf of Mexi-
co, where Bob spent his last days.   
 
Bob and Francoise joined LCYC in 
1975, where they enjoyed racing, 
cruising, and organizing many social 
events.  Bob served as commodore 
(1982-1983), and in 1983, along with 
member Bob Penniman, he created the 
Odziozo Regatta.  Originally a two-
day weekend race that included a 
“burger burn lawn party” on Saturday, 
this was changed in 2001 due to de-
clining participation.  As a one-day 
race, it has continued to be open to 
other clubs with its 35th consecutive 
running in 2016.  
 
In honor of his parents, Bob and Fran-
coise commissioned Jack Chase to cre-
ate the “Adventure Memorial Trophy” which is awarded to the first-overall win-
ner of the Odziozo Regatta on corrected time.   This unique trophy was dedicated 
in 1983, with the following engraving on the back: “…to those determined pio-
neers who built the good boat Adventure during the winter of 1779 and with 
God’s permission undertook a river voyage of more than 1000 miles, overcoming 
the hazards of cold, current, smallpox, hostile Indians, boiling rapids, hunger, fa-
tigue and the unchartered wilderness in their pursuit to reach their destination and 
join in the establishment of a settlement which is now Nashville, Tennessee.”  
Bob continued this Dunn tradition and named all of his sailboats, including his 
last powerboat, “Adventure.” 
 
Francoise noted in her November letter that in keeping with Bob’s wishes, he was 
buried at sea “with dignity.”  This took place on September 11, 2016, where “after 
cremation they put clothes and ashes in a casket and take a boat to the Gulf of 



the Binnacle  ~ October  2016                          page 5 

 

 

Mexico and it is lowered down.  This is called DIGNITY.”  Francoise selected a 
pair of white slacks and Bob’s favorite Naples Yacht Club shirt. 
 
The picture shows Francoise and Bob at the 125th Anniversary June Gala aboard 
the Ticonderoga, which they were delighted to be able to attend while still in Ver-
mont.  Many LCYC members will remember other pictures of Bob at the Centen-
nial Celebrations in 1987, particularly Family Day that year, where he and several 
LCYC members dressed up as clowns to entertain the children; these are included 
in the Lake Champlain Yacht Club Centennial Celebration book (1989). 
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Junior Sailing  
By Kevin Hawko 

 
The winter of 2017 seems to be giving mixed signals and during the current mid-January thaw, 
we start to think about the upcoming sailing season!  As the days get longer, the junior sailing 
program is busy gearing up for the 2017 season.  
 

 
 
Registration for junior sailing is open exclusively to LCYC families from February 1st until 
March 1st. Our most popular sessions fill up quickly so please reserve your spots before we 
open registration up to the general public on 3/1/2017. Go to the Junior Sailing page on the 
LCYC website for additional information and look for the link to registration:. http://lcyc.info/
junior-sailing/registration  
 
Also, after March 1st - please let your friends and neighbors know about our great program.  
Many seem to think our junior sailing program is only open to LCYC members but this pro-
gram is offered to any children ages 8 to 17 who want to learn to sail, hone their sailing skills 
or participate in our junior sailing race clinics and summer regattas.  
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Finally, we are in the midst of hiring the staff for this summer. Position descriptions and the 
application can be found on the website: http://lcyc.info/junior-sailing/jobs   
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3 rd Annual LCYC Viper 640 Regatta 
September 24-25, 2016 

By Dale Hyestay 
 

For those of you who may be new to the club or don’t race, first a bit of background: The Vi-
per 640is what is known as a ‘sportboat.’These are lightweight monohull keelboats that can 
plane downwind and usually have an asymmetrical spinnaker and a lifting keel for trailer sail-
ing. For racers, one of the appeals of sportboats is that they can go where the races are and are 
not limited to whatever racing their own club offers. 
 
The Viper is 21 ft (6.4m) long and weighs only 749 lbs. It accelerates quickly and can reach 
speeds of 13-15 kts under spinnaker. It has a precise and exhilarating feel on the helm, a spa-
cious cockpit for three or four racers , strict one-design class rules and ease of launching by 
ramp or hoist. They have been around long enough that used boatsare available at a reasonable 
price 
. 
Having crewed at Viper regattas at Charleston, Marblehead, Detroit, Long Island Sound, and 
Lake Ontario, Jason Hyerstay believed that Lake Champlain and LCYC offered as good a rac-
ing venue as any he had been to, and in 2013 he asked me to help him create an LCYC Viper 
640 regatta for the 2014 season. We wanted it to be in the Fall to give us the best chance of 
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having a winning combination of 
good weather and fall winds. As 
luck had it, there was an open 
date the third weekend in Sep-
tember and the LCYC board 
inked us in.  We went to work to 
put together a race management 
team and Jason put it on the offi-
cial 2014 Viper 640 Class calen-
dar. 
 
That first year, 2014, we had 
eleven boats, our LCYC three 
and eight others. Thirteen had 
signed up but two from Boston 
cancelled two days before the 
regatta with car problems.  
 
All Viper races are windward/leeward with four legs of about 1 nm. We got in three races Sat-
urday, held in the bay because of light winds. Sunday brought 15 knot SSW winds so we set up 
our course in the broad lake on the west side of Shelburne Point, and for their first time the 
‘away’ crews saw the beauty we all love –a sunny fall day, wide open waters, big winds, and 
the Adirondacks as a backdrop. We got in four races before our cut-off of 1430, for a total of 
seven races with one throw-out. Our goal for this regatta had been to give our guest racers an 
experience they would never forget and would tell others about, planting seeds of envy in those 
who could have come but did not.  
 
In 2015 that strategy paid off as word spread among Viper racers. The Great Lakes Viper Fleet 
even declared our regatta as the venue for their 2015 Great Lakes Championships. We had six-
teen boats on the starting line and perfect weather. We again had good winds from the SSW. 
We got in ten races, five in the bay on Saturday and five more on Sunday in the open waters 
west of Shelburne Point. Winds that day started off at 20 kts, dropping to 15-18 for the rest of 
the day. The racers left exhausted but exhilarated, vowing to return the next year for more. 
 
Thirteen of the sixteen boats, including all three of ours–Jason in Streetwise, Mark Englehardt 
in Mojito, and Parker Hoblin in Mongoose–went on to race in the 2015 Viper 640 North Ameri-
cans a few weeks later at Larchmont YC in Long Island Sound. 
 
Our 2016 event made clear that the Lake Champlain Viper 640 Regatta is here to stay. Twenty 
boats registered, two had to withdraw, so we had eighteen on the starting line. We again had 
great weather and the best winds yet-15 to 18 kts both days. This year the winds were from the 
north, so on Saturday we set up in the broad lake north of Shelburne Point and got in five races.  
Given the high north winds again on Sunday, we decided to set up the course in the Bay to save  
the hour it would have taken for the boats to beat north to a starting line in the open lake. By 
doing that we were able to get in five more races before our 1430 cutoff. Once again the racers 
left exhausted but exhilarated and vowing to return.  
 
Jason recently learned that the Class Association has designated our 2017 Lake Champlain Vi-
per 640 Regatta to be the 2017 New England Championships. 
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Putting on a regatta like this one is a big undertaking that involves the help and support of the 
Board of Governors and many others in the LCYC community. 
 
Of the eighteen boats this year three were LCYC and fifteen came from seven states and prov-
inces: ON (4); MA (3); CT & QC (2each); MD, NJ, NY (1Each ). The eighteen boats carried 56 
racers, of whom 47 were from ‘away.’ One of the traditions of sportboat regattas is that, to help 
keep costs of attendance moderate, the host clubs endeavor to provide member housing for 
those guest racers who request it. In each of our three years to date we have been able to place 
all who ask. For 2016 we placed 38 racers in11 households (nine LCYC and two sympathetic 
friends) –one put up six racers, three put up four racers each, the others housed from one to 
three each. 
 
To also help keep racer expenses moderate we provide a member-staffed bagel breakfast each 
morning and a reasonably priced clubhouse buffet dinner late Saturday afternoon, ending early 
enough so that guest racers can hang out by the clubhouse fireplace or check out Burlington 
nightlife. Our LCYC Viper guys provide post-race beer Saturday and Sunday at their own ex-
pense. To make sure our guest racers don’t start their trip home hungry, we provide hot dogs 
and sodas while they de-rig their boats. 
 
For 2016 the race management staff numbered 20. The breakfast/dinner staff numbered four, 
with additional assistance from our LCYC Viper crew. On the next page is a list of these gener-
ous members and friends. 
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2016 Race Management Crew (most were on duty in 2014 & 2015 as well): 
 
Dinse -Start line:  John Harris   Race & course tactician / staff & race radio 
      Keith Kennedy  PRO 1 Sat / crew chief/ staff & race radio 
      Dave Powlison  PRO 1 Sun / crew chief / staff & race radio 
      Dale Hyerstay   PRO2 / driver / clock 
      Jill Burley    Flags 
      Gunnar Seivert  Anchor / flags 
      Jean Seivert   Check-in & finish recorder / scorer 
 
Pin Boat:    Sherm White   Driver Sat & Sun (White’s Albin 28) 
      Tom Glynn   Chief Sat 
      Joss Besse    Chief Sun 
 
Mark Boat:   Steve Walkerman  Chief Sat 
      Michelle Walkerman Crew Sat 
      Paul Hansen   Chief Sun 
      Tom Glynn   Crew Sun 
 
Gate Boat:    Bob Finn    Chief Sat & Sun 
      Mike Clapp   Crew Sat & Sun 
 
Photo Boat:   Ted Marcy    Driver Sat 
      Lars Baris    Driver Sun 
      Gerry Davis   Photographer 
 
Protest Team:   Jeff Hill & Paul Hansen 
 
2016 Breakfast, Dinner, and Sendoff Crew: (most were on duty in 2014 & 2015 as well): 
      Alice Hyerstay  Organizer 
      Rosanne Englehardt Staff Sat & Sun 
      Amber Nye & kids Staff Sat 
      Jean Henshaw   Staff Sat 
 
LCYC members and two friends who provided housing to 38 guest racers: 
    Mike & Alison Clapp    4 
    Bob & Kathleen Finn    3 
    Jeff & Dorothy Hill    3 
    John Kimura (friend)    3 
    Roy & Mary Lou Langdell  3 
    Ted & Kim Marcy     3 
    Doug & Lisa Merrill    3 
    Gunner & Jean Seivert   3 
    Greg & Freya Smith (friends)  6 
    Steve & Nona Unsworth   4 
    Steve & Michelle Walkerman  3 
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Viper 640 Logo 

Some of the Viper Regatta Volunteers 
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Replacing the Butler Building  

 As many of you know, after years of discussion the Butler Building is being replaced this 
year.  The old building was moved off site in October, and the replacement building was started 
the day after work day.  Construction ran smoothly through the fall, with a roof shedding water 
by the start of deer season.  While the pace of construction has slowed a bit since then, most 
work – roof, siding, 2 of 3 doors, trim work – is now complete.  We should the end of major 
construction – a garage door on the east face,  and translucent panels on the gable ends - in-
stalled by the end of January.   Final work in the spring will include final staining (which 
WILL match the color of the clapboards on the clubhouse, the current color notwithstanding), 
final grading so water drains freely, and what we expect to be a small “punch list” of small 
things to complete.    
 
The interior layout decisions will be finalized this winter, with lots of space for the junior sail-
ing program, workshop space, and storage.   Stay tuned as we will need some volunteers this 
coming spring to help construct benches, shelves, and one wall of cubbies for our junior sailors 
to stash their backpacks.    
 
The new building looks fantastic (IMHO), and will be a wonderful addition to our facilities.  It 
remains on budget, and our contractors have been great to work with.   Many thanks are due to 
our team of architects – Marcel Beaudin, Doug Viehmann, and Jill Burley – who volunteered 
countless hours.   And thanks to the many members who have worked to make this project pos-
sible over the years.     
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Butler Building Move 
By Doug 
 Merrill 

On Sunday, October 9, the landscape of LCYC changed forever as our beloved/reviled Butler 
Building was lifted from its footings and hauled up the driveway.  For as long as I have been a 
member, there has been talk of replacing the Butler Building with something more functional 
and more attractive.   Several committees were convened while I served on the board of gov-
ernors, culminating with a survey lead by John Harris to determine what the majority of our 
membership wanted.   In late 2015, the club decided to move forward with a replacement, 
and plans were made to start construction after our Fall workday in 2016.  
 
The Butler Building was the only structure on the land when we bought our property in 
1962.  Our junior sailing program has resided in it for decades, as the graffiti on the walls will 
attest.  To some, it was simply an eyesore.  Others felt that it deserved more life, and looked 
for people interested in buying it or taking it.   Over the summer, several people came forward 
with interest.  For one reason or another, by the time October rolled around, these offers fell 
through.   My kids, both long-time junior sailing participants, were excited by the idea of hav-
ing it in our yard.  My wife, did not share this enthusiasm.   I determined that it could shelter 
our Boston Whaler in the winter.   For these reasons, I told Bob Schumacher that if no one else 
wanted it, I would move it to our house.    
 
October 9th dawned cool and overcast, but dry.   My son Alex and I arrived at 8:40 to find Joss 
Besse, Bill Bresee, and Pierre Larocque already circling the building preparing a plan.    We re-
moved the remaining interior shelving from the building, the front door, and unfastened the 
roof of the diver’s shed.   With a big push, we collapsed the diver’s shed wall and roof into a 
tidy debris pile.     
 
By 10:00, we were ready to begin jacking the building onto the trailer.   Bob Schumacher had 
loaned me his flatbed trailer and I carefully backed it into the building.   The fenders were too 
wide to fit through the door, so we dis-assembled one side of the front of the building.   Once 
in, we made 12’ wooden beams and began jacking the building up, placing the beams and 
cribbing under the steel rail that ran around the perimeter of the building, just under the win-
dows.   The plan was to support the building from this rail, since placing the bottom of the 
building onto the trailer would make it too high to pass under the Bay Road railroad bridge.  
 
Our morning helpers left at noon for other commitments, and Alex and I took a lunch 
break.   We returned to find Jill Burley inspecting our work and eager to help.   We finished 
jacking and cribbing the building, and tied it securely in every direction we could think of.  At 
2:45, we backed the trailer and shed off its floor, and onto the club driveway.  Success!     
 
Two of the three support beams were bending more than we liked.   Bob Schumacher had ar-
rived at that point, so we all jacked the building and re-built two of the beams so that they 
would be stiffer.   By 4:00 the shed was sitting firmly and securely on the trailer.  Jill measured 
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the height of the shed in front and in back, and found both to be 10’8”.   I had measured the 
Bay Road bridge the previous day at 11’8”.    This should work.     
 
After gathering our tools, we were on the road, slowly, by 4:15.  Bob Finn showed up and 
joined the procession.   Going up the club driveway was the first test.  As I started up the hill 
the shed creaked, the straps groaned, and branches brushed the sides.   The hill seemed much 
steeper to me than it ever had in the past.  Despite the noise, the shed stayed firmly on the 
trailer.   Alex and Bob F went first to clear Harbor Road so I could turn onto it very slowly.  Bob 
S and Jill followed to watch for any shifting of the load.    
  
Once on Harbor Road we had smooth going.  After a nervous climb up the first hill, the shed 
was still towing smoothly, and we proceeded South at 20mph.  Oncoming cars moved over to 
avoid the 13’ wide load.   Their heads swiveled so that they could understand exactly what 
they were seeing.    The left turn at Bay Road was easy enough, and our convey made our way 
East, getting lucky that we met no oncoming traffic on the LaPlatte River bridge.  I pulled over 
on Bay Road to let traffic pass and to give Alex and Bob time to remove the one-lane bollards 
that are underneath it.  One lady in a car passing me to the West shook her head and warned 
me that ‘there is a bridge ahead and you’ll never fit under it!’   Undeterred, I proceeded under 
the bridge.   I was relieved to pass through without incident, and once on the other side con-
tinued the final quarter mile to our street.  
 
As a final test, I needed to turn from our driveway through a gap in the woods to the shed’s 
parking spot.   The last 50’ required the tightest maneuvering of the trip, threading the shed 
through two large pine trees less than 14’ apart.  At one point, we had to stop, jack the back 
of the shed off the trailer, and shift it to one side to center it between the trees.  After some 
final jockeying, the shed was parked to wait for a gravel pad to be built for it to rest.   We dis-
persed after 5:00 and agreed it was a job well done.  
  
I had a local contractor create a level, slightly elevated spot in a clearing I had made on our 
property.   On Sunday, October 29, three weeks after moving the building from LCYC to our 
house, I hitched onto the building and maneuvered it out of its temporary spot.    I only had to 
move the shed about 100’ this time, but it took almost 2 hours to jockey it into its final posi-
tion.   Once there, I reversed the process we used to jack the building and slowly lowered it 
onto the ground.   By 3:00 the shed was set, and I returned the borrowed trailer and truck.     
 
Over the next few months the Butler Building will get a facelift, with new paint, a new door 
and some landscaping.   Stay tuned for pictures in the spring of the building after her 
‘refreshening’  
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LCYC Steward Reflection 
 

Hi, I’m Charlotte Bresee and I was a Steward last summer at LCYC. I’m writing to share my ex-
perience to help others who are considering the Steward position for Summer 2017 to better 
understand the process, the role, and the extremely rewarding parts of the job that they will 
learn.  

My family spends much of the summer adventuring Lake Champlain on our sailboat, Sophie. I 
always admired the skills of the Stewards as they moved in tight turns to neatly and calmly 
dock the launches. After a lot of practice, a couple mistakes, and the encouragement from 
friendly members, I was lucky enough to succeed as a Steward at LCYC last summer making 
these same tight turns in the launch boats myself, to pull up alongside a boat to deliver pas-
sengers.  Matching the angle, the timing, the speed, and the waves perfectly for a calm land-
ing is extremely satisfying. 

Sunny, calm days brought many families out to enjoy swimming and lunches in the middle of 
the lake. I was always excited to hear from the kids about their adventures while I brought 
them back to shore in the evening, or to catch up on Burlington events that friends watched 
from the water. I was pleasantly surprised by members who were curious to learn about my 
own life in college and with Sophie, and their kindness towards my part in their time at the 
lake.  

I learned about the importance of simple things. When people remembered my name, and 
made sure to thank me for the ride. I found myself appreciating these simple actions greatly. 
Don’t underestimate the power of simple kindness. I also enjoyed the challenge of learning 
and matching the passengers with their boats. The Huling (Wild Oats) family always arrived 
with smiles, and I remember one quieter afternoon, when our conversation seemed to be 
continuing a little longer so I hovered nearby to chat with them while they greeted Wild Oats. 
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The Bowens (Pass Auf) always impressed me because even their dogs were thrilled to scurry 
onto the boat from the launch. I enjoyed learning the traditions of Lake Champlain’s biggest 
fans. At the clubhouse, I spent time my time updating the logs, helping to set up for a dinner 
event, or managing the endlessly growing spider families. 

I won’t forget the weather and action from July 23. I arrived for the start of my shift just as the 
wind and rain started picking up. I went out to pick up the Dempsey (Runaway) family, and I 
remember thinking that soon enough the storm would come. The shelf of clouds, wind, and 
rain pounced in the short the time it took for the Nautilus and I to maneuver to Runaway. As 
we headed back in together to the dock, we all were amazed by the colors in the sky and the 
rapidly growing size of the waves. The storm pelted and shook the mooring field,  but after 
some time, I headed out to gather the members tucked away in their boats and listened to, 
their wild stories of the storm. In this situation, instead of regular conversation-making, my 
focus was to on keeping track of the growing list of boats requesting rides, and to do my best 
wrestling with the waves and the wind. The contrast between each day, due to weather and 
activities definitely kept my job at LCYC exciting.  

Working at LCYC last summer was an amazing experience. I learned so much about customer 
service, watching the weather and taking care of the boats. I also learned that the process of 
acquiring a Steward’s license requires patience and organization.  The Coast Guard license for 
the Steward job at LCYC is called the OUPV Limited Launch Tender. I hope this reflection can 
simplify or ease the process for others who intend to become Stewards because I highly rec-
ommend the job. My best advice for the process is to start early, stay organized and make 
copies of all documents you complete or receive. The process overall can move slowly because 
it takes a few weeks for the forms to arrive at the Regional Examination Center and then a few 
more weeks for the application and OUPV license to be issued.   

The OUPV license requires applicants to be 18 years or older, to demonstrate seamanship by 
completing a boating course, to fulfill a required number of hours spent boating on the water 
called Sea Service, to have First Aid skills, TSA/Homeland Security clearance, to pass medical, 
hearing, and vision exams, and to  pass a drug test. All application forms can be found at 
uscg.mil/nmc with all required aspects of the application and links for addresses and payment 
forms. The application must be notarized. 

The official boating course is a two-day program and a few exams. These courses are hosted 
throughout New England and they can be found through Boatwise or New England Maritime. I 
recommend signing up for this class as soon as you are able. A photocopy of your certificates 
from the course should be submitted to the Coast Guard. I also recommend bringing some 
good snacks to fuel you through the course lectures.  

The next appointment to be made is at an IdentoGo Center that issues TWIC cards. This is the 
TSA/Homeland security clearance. You can make this appointment online where you fill out a 
simple form and schedule an appointment. You will be required to bring a document such as a 
passport, birth certificate, or NEXUS card to the short appointment. If all information is accu-
rate and complete, an email will notify you that the TWIC is being mailed. . You will receive a 
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TWIC PIN and a physical identification card in the mail.  You should submit a photocopy of the 
card with your OUPV application to the Coast Guard. 

You must also complete a First Aid/CPR class. The class is a few hours and upon completion 
you will receive a small card verifying your success. You should submit a  photocopy of this 
card to the Coast Guard for evidence of First Aid/CPR training.  

The medical physical form is also found through the Coast Guard link as well. The applicant fills 
out one section and their medical practitioner will fill out an additional section. A recent thor-
ough physical, eye exam and hearing exam is necessary.  

A drug test is necessary for the license as well. Burlington Laboratories offers drug tests. When 
I made my appointment, I confirmed that the test will meet Coast Guard requirements. I re-
ceived a receipt directly after the test but this does not confirm the results of the test. You 
need to request the lab to complete section CG-719P for the Coast Guard. This form will be 
included in your application submission.   

The Sea Service form can be found at the Coast Guard website where the applicant dates their 
time and hours spent crewing on vessels on the water. The Coast Guard requires a minimum 
of 90 days of sea service (acquired only as of age 16 years and above) and be 18 years of age 
when applying. With the Sea Service form, I had to include copies of Certificates of Documen-
tation for the vessels where I earned my Sea Service time  

The applicant must follow the link on the Coast Guard website to pay for the application sub-
mission. This receipt can be printed and added to the application package. Finally, make sure 
you plan ahead to have your Coast Guard application signed by a Notary.  

Once all forms and training had been completed I made copies of all original documents for 
my own records. The entire package is sent to the Regional Exam Center, where the applica-
tion is reviewed. I submitted all originals of the application forms downloaded from the Coast 
Guard website. Keep in mind details are everything with the Coast Guard forms, fill out all 
fields indicated including things like name and date of birth on each page. 

The application process is linear, getting hung up on even one step will delay your application 
significantly.  The review process takes a few weeks but soon enough you will receive emails 
updating you on the status of your application. 

Trust me, I know it sounds like a lot of steps. But finally receiving my small, passport-like li-
cense from the Coast Guard confirming I had permission to take on this job was very exciting!  

The day-to-day job consists of overseeing the clubhouse, shuttling members, families, and 
friends out to their boats and occasionally helping with events. I enjoyed quieter days on the 
job because I could spend more time getting to know members, soaking up the great Vermont 
summer weather, and making the clubhouse a clean and cozy space for families to gather. The 
busier days, such as race nights, were also fun and exciting because everyone had great energy 
and their love of the water, boats, and the wind was wonderful. Some days the weather amaz-
es you with its warmth and great breeze, and other days it prompts you with the challenge of 
careful and deliberate seamanship.  
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I am grateful to have practiced, experienced and learned all aspects of the job. I am excitedly 
anticipating the summer of 2017 for more sailing, getting to know more members and enjoy-
ing Lake Champlain from the docks at LCYC. For those who are going through the application 
process or considering becoming a Steward, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with any 
questions or thoughts.  

Charlotte Bresee 

cdbresee@gmail.com 

(802) 383-8765 

 

 

Interested candidates should contact Bill Bresee at wbresee@gmail.com or 802-734-2551. 
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J/70 Fleet 27 
 
It is with great pleasure I announce 
the formation of J/70 Fleet 27-Lake 
Champlain, the most recent addi-
tion to USA J/70 Class Association! 
 
With over 1,200 hulls built in the 
past 5 years, the J/70 is quickly be-
coming the “go-to” one design racer 
both nationally and internationally. 
We are thrilled to have a growing 
fleet on Lake Champlain with 5 
boats potentially on the line this 
coming summer! We have received 
tremendous support from the sport boat fleet and are excited to continue the growth of both 
the J/70 and Viper at the club.  
 
The ramp launchable sport boat is one of the hottest and rapidly growing segments of the sail-
boat market. I can say with conviction, that marketing LCYC to younger, avid racers, will lie 
heavily on our ability to grow this fleet and the Viper fleet. While it is a bit of a paradigm shift 
for the club, with its history of moored one-design classes, it is where the sport is headed.   
 
Our fleet has been well represented at a number of travel regattas. This past year we had rep-
resentation at Key West Race Week, Charleston Race Week, The Marblehead NOOD, The Ce-
dar Point One-Design Regatta and the Corinthian Championship in Annapolis. This coming 
April, 3 teams (Bertha, Chicken Dinner and Selkie) will be traveling to Charleston for another 
installment of the venerable Charleston Race Week! Keep an eye on results.  
 
Looking forward, we hope to continue the expansion of the fleet both at LCYC and potentially 
other clubs on the lake. Given its ability to be quickly ramp launched, the boat is great for 
clubs like LCYC, which do not have a hoist for launching. Further, the ability to launch, sail and 

haul the boat shorthanded with ease make 
this a fantastic boat for the seasoned one-
design race to the causal day sailor.  
 
This past summer was challenging due to 
the low lake level. One item we would like 
to explore is some maintenance and possi-
ble expansion of the concrete section of the 
ramp. Even those who only use the ramp a 
few times a year will have seen the difficult 
use with the low lake. The ramp is a fantas-



the Binnacle  ~ October  2016                          page 22 

 

 

tic asset of the club and we need to ensure its future. Re-grading is unfortunately not enough. 
With the capital being spent on other upgrades to the club, this would be a modest addition 
and a massive benefit! 
 
Not into ramp launching each Wednesday or Weekend race? Fear not! The boat can easily be 
kept on a mooring and either hauled occasionally for cleaning or by applying bottom paint. 
The used market for the boat is developing with prices dropping quickly. 
 
Any of the fleet members would love to get others interested in the fleet and class on the wa-
ter this coming summer to experience the thrill and excitement of this boat and our growing 
fleet!! Please do not hesitate to reach out! 
 
-James Unsworth, Fleet Captain 
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Scuttlebutt (Editor’s notes) 
 
Time for remembering: 
 
One sailing season Bob Dunn lent me his boat Adventure III a Cal 39 for racing.  In terms of 
handling it had the light sensitive touch of a fully loaded Greyhound Bus.  We were late to 
the line for the Lake Champlain Race and set off after the fleet with the number one up.  
Heavy gusts of winds were blowing squalls up the lake.  We quickly discovered that when 
we entered these gusts  the boat simply healed a little bit more, headed a little higher and 
went faster.  We never considered shortening sail.  Instead we looked for these gusts to sail 
into and quickly caught the back of the fleet. 
 
It was a holdover from the really “big boat” fleet.  When ever  my crew complains about my 
carbon fibre spinnaker pole, I remember the extruded aluminum pole on Adventure.  Very 
light for its time it took two big dudes to lift it into place-the wind shadow from the spinna-
ker  seemed to reach out for ever. 
 
Bob really loved being out on the boat and in the company of fellow sailors.  I really felt that 
LCYC was his real home and he truly loved the club.  He is missed. 
 
On another note, the year I was Rear Commodore, members were concerned because the 
Junior Sailors were leaving their stuff all over the club house.  Which was natural because 
there was no place for them to keep their gear while in the program.  A second problem was 
that no one could find anything in the Butler Building.  The solution was to build the two  
storage  sheds  out  back and move all of the Building and Grounds stuff to one shed and Re-
gatta and Harbor into the other.  Then the Jr. Sailors could have a space to call their own.  I 
remember donating a sofa for their “club house”, which may or may not have been a good 
idea depending on which stories you believe. 
 
It is good to see it has a good home. 
 

See you at Change of Watch . 
 
Peace 
 
Tony Lamb 


