Definitions

Finish A boat finishes when, after starting, any part of her hull crosses the
finishing line from the course side. However, she has not finished if after
crossing the finishing line she
(a) takes a penalty under rule 44.2,
(b) corrects an error in sailing the course made at the line, or
(c) continues to sail the course

Only the hull matters now, not hull, crew  or equipment “in normal position”.  See clarification at bottom regarding what constitutes the “hull”, which is not defined in the RRS.

Mark
An object the sailing instructions require a boat to leave on a specified side, a race committee vessel surrounded by navigable water from which the starting or finishing line extends, and an object intentionally attached to the object or vessel. However, an anchor line is not part of the mark.

The definition of a mark still says the anchor line of the mark is not part of the mark. But now, all other objects intentionally attached to the mark are part of the mark. In other words, you can no longer touch the “limiting mark” trailing behind the race committee signals boat at one end of the start line without incurring a penalty.

Obstruction 
Has been revised to clarify that an “object, area or line” so designated by the sailing instructions is an obstruction.

Sail the Course A boat sails the course provided that a string representing
her track from the time she begins to approach the starting line from its prestart side to start until she finishes, when drawn taut,
(a) passes each mark of the course for the race on the required side and in
the correct order,
(b) touches each mark designated in the sailing instructions to be a rounding
mark, and
(c) passes between the marks of a gate from the direction of the course from
the previous mark.

Entirely new definition created by moving this language out of RRS 28.2 into a definition in order to clean up RRS 28.2.

Proper Course 
A course a boat would choose in order to sail the course and finish as soon as possible in the absence of the other boats referred to in the rule using the term. A boat has no proper course before her starting signal.

Definition now makes it clear there may be multiple options for a proper course by stating that a proper course is “A course a boat would choose in order to sail the course and finish as soon as possible…”

Start A boat starts when, her hull having been entirely on the pre-start side
of the starting line at or after her starting signal, and having complied with rule 30.1 if it applies, any part of her hull crosses the starting line from the pre-start side to the course side.

Same change as Finish definition...only the hull matters
 
Rules

14 AVOIDING CONTACT
A boat shall avoid contact with another boat if reasonably possible.
However, a right-of-way boat, or one sailing within the room or markroom
to which she is entitled, need not act to avoid contact until it is
clear that the other boat is not keeping clear or giving room or markroom

Exoneration for incidental contact removed from RRS 14.  This is now covered by a new RRS 43. 

16 CHANGING COURSE
16.1 When a right-of-way boat changes course, she shall give the other boat
room to keep clear.
16.2 In addition, on a beat to windward when a port-tack boat is keeping
clear by sailing to pass to leeward of a starboard-tack boat, the
starboard-tack boat shall not bear away if as a result the port-tack boat
must change course immediately to continue keeping clear.

Changed 16.2 from “when after the starting signal” to “on a beat to windward”.   The big changes from the previous rule are to limit this requirement to upwind beats (it doesn’t affect “hunting” before the start or in a match race) and to replace “change course” with “bear away.” This means the starboard-tack boat can come up in this situation (without being protested for changing course) since doing so does not affect the port-tack boat’s ability to keep clear.

18.1 When Rule 18 Applies
Rule 18 applies between boats when they are required to leave a mark
on the same side and at least one of them is in the zone. However, it
does not apply
(a) between boats on opposite tacks on a beat to windward,
(b) between boats on opposite tacks when the proper course at the
mark for one but not both of them is to tack,
(c) between a boat approaching a mark and one leaving it, or
(d) if the mark is a continuing obstruction, in which case rule 19
applies.
Rule 18 no longer applies between boats when mark-room has been
given.

Rule 18.1 now has the sentence, “Rule 18 no longer applies between boats when mark-room has been given” added to the end. This removes the ambiguity of when RRS 18 turns off after rounding a mark.

18.2 Giving Mark-Room
(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall give the inside
boat mark-room, unless rule 18.2(b) applies.
(b) If boats are overlapped when the first of them reaches the zone,
the outside boat at that moment shall thereafter give the inside
boat mark-room. If a boat is clear ahead when she reaches the
zone, the boat clear astern at that moment shall thereafter give
her mark-room.
(c) When a boat is required to give mark-room by rule 18.2(b),
(1) she shall continue to do so even if later an overlap is
broken or a new overlap begins;
(2) if she becomes overlapped inside the boat entitled to markroom,
she shall also give that boat room to sail her proper
course while they remain overlapped.
(d) Rules 18.2(b) and (c) cease to apply if the boat entitled to markroom
passes head to wind or leaves the zone.
(e) If there is reasonable doubt that a boat obtained or broke an
overlap in time, it shall be presumed that she did not.
(f) If a boat obtained an inside overlap from clear astern or by
tacking to windward of the other boat and, from the time the
overlap began, the outside boat has been unable to give markroom,
she is not required to give it.

Change to (d) to eliminate “has been given mark room” as one of the conditions that turns off (b) and (c) as this condition is now covered by the language added to 18.1.

20.4 Additional Requirements for Hails
(a) When conditions are such that a hail may not be heard, the boat
shall also make a signal that clearly indicates her need for room
to tack or her response.
(b) The notice of race may specify an alternative communication for
a boat to indicate her need for room to tack or her response, and
require boats to use it.

New rule requires a boat to “make a signal that clearly indicates her need for room to tack” in addition to a hail when “conditions are such that a hail may not be heard.” The SIs or NoR can specify what those other means are, but there is no other requirement with respect to what those means are. Regardless, it is still very important to plan ahead when sailing in heavy air and approaching obstructions. Be safe. Bearing away to duck a starboard tacker is often the safest solution.

28 SAILING THE RACE
28.1 A boat shall start, sail the course and then finish. While doing so, she
may leave on either side a mark that does not begin, bound or end the
leg she is sailing. After finishing she need not cross the finishing line
completely.
28.2 A boat may correct any errors in sailing the course, provided she has
not crossed the finishing line to finish.

This was rewritten to reflect the new “sails the course” definition

35 RACE TIME LIMIT AND SCORES
If one boat starts, sails the course and finishes within the time limit
for that race, if any, all boats that finish shall be scored according to
their finishing places unless the race is abandoned. If no boat finishes
within the race time limit, the race committee shall abandon the race.

This was rewritten to reflect the new “sail the course” definition

37 SEARCH AND RESCUE INSTRUCTIONS
When the race committee displays flag V with one sound, all boats and official and support vessels shall, if possible, monitor the race
committee communication channel for search and rescue instructions.

New rule for safety reasons.  
Note:  LCYC doesn’t have a V flag....we’re considering whether to get one.

40 PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES
40.1 Basic Rule
When rule 40.1 is made applicable by rule 40.2, each competitor shall
wear a personal flotation device except briefly while changing or
adjusting clothing or personal equipment. Wet suits and dry suits are
not personal flotation devices.
40.2 When Rule 40.1 Applies
Rule 40.1 applies
(a) if flag Y was displayed afloat with one sound before or with the
warning signal, while racing in that race; or
(b) if flag Y was displayed ashore with one sound, at all times while
afloat that day.
However, rule 40.1 applies when so stated in the notice of race or
sailing instructions.

RRS 40 (PFDs) has been rewritten. If Code Flag Y is displayed before or with the warning signal, competitors are required to wear a PFD during that race. If the signal is made ashore, then competitors are required to wear a PFD while on the water. The Sailing Instructions or Notice of Race can modify these requirements.


41 OUTSIDE HELP
A boat shall not receive help from any outside source, except
(a) help for a crew member who is ill, injured or in danger;
(b) after a collision, help from the crew of the other vessel to get
clear;
(c) help in the form of information freely available to all boats;
(d) unsolicited information from a disinterested source, which may
be another boat in the same race.

Eliminated a clause after (d) that allowed for protesting a boat that gained significant advantage under this rule.  RRS 41 has been revised so a boat that receives help from others to aid an injured crew member or a crew member in danger (e.g., crew overboard) cannot be penalized for accepting such aid — even if they gain an advantage from it. This change was made to ensure that boats do not refuse such aid (at increased risk to their crew) for fear of potential penalty.

42.3 Exceptions
(a) A boat may be rolled to facilitate steering.
(b) A boat’s crew may move their bodies to exaggerate the rolling
that facilitates steering the boat through a tack or a gybe,
provided that, just after the tack or gybe is completed, the boat’s
speed is not greater than it would have been in the absence of the
tack or gybe.
(c) When surfing (rapidly accelerating down the front of a wave),
planing or foiling is possible
(1) to initiate surfing or planing, each sail may be pulled in
only once for each wave or gust of wind, or
(2) to initiate foiling, each sail may be pulled in any number
of times.

RRS 42.3(c) now allows pumping on a beat for boats that can plane upwind. But it is still only allowed when planing conditions are present and still only one pump per wave or puff and only to initiate planing. But it now allows unlimited pumping for foiling boats to get up on foils.


43 EXONERATION
43.1 (a) When as a consequence of breaking a rule a boat has compelled
another boat to break a rule, the other boat is exonerated for her
breach.
(b) When a boat is sailing within the room or mark-room to which
she is entitled and, as a consequence of an incident with a boat
required to give her that room or mark-room she breaks a rule of
Section A of Part 2, rule 15, 16, or 31, she is exonerated for her
breach.
(c) A right-of-way boat, or one sailing within the room or markroom
to which she is entitled, is exonerated for breaking rule 14
if the contact does not cause damage or injury.
43.2 A boat exonerated for breaking a rule need not take a penalty and shall
not be penalized for breaking that rule.

New rule to consolidate and clarify the various references to exoneration in Part 2 into one rule.  Includes the incidental contact exemption previously in RRS 14.  It does not fundamentally change the concept or use of exoneration, i.e. if you are forced to break a rule by another boat’s action, you can’t be penalized for that. 

44 PENALTIES AT THE TIME OF AN INCIDENT
44.1 Taking a Penalty
A boat may take a Two-Turns Penalty when she may have broken one
or more rules of Part 2 in an incident while racing. She may take a
One-Turn Penalty when she may have broken rule 31. Alternatively,
the notice of race or sailing instructions may specify the use of the
Scoring Penalty or some other penalty, in which case the specified
penalty shall replace the One-Turn and the Two-Turns Penalty.

Adds the NOR as a means to specify that alternative penalties may be in force


Clarity arrives for hull definition
Published on January 11th, 2021 (in Scuttlebutt)
In the 2021-24 Racing Rules of Sailing that went into effect January 1, there is a new definition of Start and Finish. In the new definition, no longer will the crew or equipment be considered when deciding if a boat is over the starting line early or has crossed the finishing line. It is now only the “hull” of the boat that matters.
But what is the “hull” as it is not defined in the rules. Does it include bowsprits, prods, pulpits, racks, or anything else that’s been attached to the boat? To give guidance, the World Sailing Racing Rules Question and Answer Service provides some clarity:
Meaning of ‘hull’ in the Racing Rules of Sailing
Situation
The term ‘hull’ is mentioned in several places in the Racing Rules of Sailing.
Question 1
What is the applicable definition of ‘hull’?
Answer 1
The term ‘hull’ is not defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing, therefore, under the introduction/ terminology which prescribes that other words are used in the sense ordinarily understood in the nautical or general use, the definition in The Equipment Rules of Sailing for 2021-2024 is appropriate:
D.1.1 Hull
The hull shell including any transom, the deck including any superstructure, the internal structure including any cockpit, the fittings associated with these parts and any corrector weights.
Question 2
Are bowsprits, fixed or retractable, part of the hull?
Answer 2
No. See answer 1.
The Equipment Rules of Sailing rule F.1.4(c)(i), defines bowsprits as hull spars. The Equipment Rules of Sailing rule F1.4(c), defines hull spars as spars attached to the hull. The Equipment Rules of Sailing definition of hull excludes hull spars, therefore bowsprits, whether fixed or retractable, are not part of the hull.

