Etchells Monday Night Racing Guidelines

Thank you for helping the Etchells fleet by agreeing to be part of the Monday night race committee.  Our fleet racing is usually very close, and we’re sure you’ll find it enjoyable to watch.  To help ensure that, here is what we like to do.  

Our overall goal is to get in 2-4 quality races.  

General Information

1) If you’re not sure about something, ask one of the fleet members.  All carry VHF radios.  

2) Start the first race promptly at the scheduled time—6:10 pm warning signal--unless wind/weather conditions make that impossible.

3) If a race suddenly becomes unfair, such as a major shift on the first leg, we strongly encourage you to promptly abandon that race, reposition the course, and start another race as soon as possible.  If the wind also drops to around 3 knots or below—basically making it a “drifter”—consider abandoning.  
4) Plan a break of 5 minutes or so between the time of the last finisher and the start of the next race.

5) Plan to sail as many races as the wind and daylight hours allow.  Consult with the fleet captain if unsure about when to continue.

Courses

1) We sail windward-leeward courses, sometimes twice around if there’s enough wind.

2) Once you’re in position, you shouldn’t have to move the committee boat unless there’s a significant wind shift.  Start and finish the races on the same line.  

3) It’s sometimes best to sail once around for the first race so you have a good idea about how long it will take the boats to sail the course, although you can set a twice around course and finish it at the first leeward mark, if necessary.

4) As a rule of thumb, each leg should take the lead boats 10-20 minutes to sail.  If there’s any wind at all, we should be able to get at least two races in—preferably three.
5) It’s important that the starting line be as square as possible to avoid multiple general recalls.  The line should be 50-75 yards long.
When the Racing’s done . . .If the wind has dropped, make sure the boats can make it back to LCYC ok.  Some may need a tow.  

